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". i A’ bzleluchmcould have consequences -

when set in"the context of other new or',
‘proposed government rules, will in all like- |
lihood. be sxgned soon by President-Rea-:
gan. To get an'idea of. what is mvolved
consxaer the following possibilities:: ..

nference room: “at the 'Rwersxde Church |
to review progress in organizing a nuclear |

You. leave the room; and. walk down to

you bave just.seen him taking. 00 two. peo-
ple, one of whom 'is known to.you tor ‘be-an:
undercover FBI agent. Startled “you has-
tenback to.theroom to tell your associates’
that there is'an. mformer in your midst. As
you leave the room, you are ‘arrested and
charged’ inder the- Intélligence. Identities.
Protectxon Act t'with revealing the name of:
an mtelhgence operatxve You face up to’ 37
three years in prison and a fine of $15,000:/~
,~ ® stcussmg the internal politics of Ar-
gentinaint the wake of the Falkland Islands ]’
crisis, you suggest in print; on the-basis’of.
sources, that; General Galtxen has been a
CIA agent. “You face the same penalties.
e 'I‘ravelmg on the Atlantic:-coast of|

t

‘missionary. whom you discover to bea CIA. |-
agent worklng among the Miskito Indxans ;
-You publish his name in a U.S. newspaper,
and are lxable'to the same penaltxes Rl
party “you, speculate that ‘a.well-known |
phxlanthropxst ‘might at some time have |,
‘'worked for:the FBI or perhaps military |:
mbellxgence at. Ha.rvard in the late 1960s. |-
Agam, you! ‘face the same penaltxes. :
v E g o N
--_x . Return of the ’505_
{457 This counti'y is now ' threatened by’ the
possxblhty of ‘an’ extraordmary series of
‘rules and a_cts hich will curb free speech
and Tinquiry{in {the manner: suggested_
above, aupposedly to ensure the security
and efficacy of US. mtelhvence, and gov-
ernment operations in general. A measure |
oﬂiclally knowi as the Intelligence Identi-
ties Protectxon ‘bill, and often popularly
referred.to as the “Naming of Agents bill,”
m,scheduled for final’ actlon in the. Con-
gress, pendmg slgnature by ‘the presxdent
IL is- only~one of. several. bx]ls presenﬂy
*going through the works:’ it

unparalleled ‘in'U.S. history, -particularly _

.- @' You have Jomed your eolleagues ina AN

freeze march. Everybody is taking notes:}:"-

Broadway for a cup of coffee. You pass a-
pohce :car, and by chance notxce one of |-
your colleagues inside; readmg ‘the’ notes

{order that permits domestic'spying by 'the

“the Freedom -of - Information_ Act; which
*would. makethe dlscovery of. govemment

“cent. a:rea,_recently unposed travel curbs on

Nlcaragua. you happen upon a Protestant ;:ixps g’ Cuba by US. citizéns emphasize *; ing’ their ‘way - th.rough Congress.” These !

.th*e“last ye
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‘Actwrx.,[nformanon.‘Bullettry put.out.by

was made by the American Civil Liberties

wans. .1 LGLE 13 SULIE POSSIDWNTY that in the | l
political crosscurrents of Congress today,
-1 'and with Ashbrook dead the House lead-~
‘ership might postpone- tlns crucial. con-‘-!
ference, thereby stalling the law. Tlns pos- |
ibility remains rensote, - S ki
. Among other things, tbe ‘proposed Egt' 7
tovers unclassified”inaterial.-It does notu
7merely ‘cover-the CIA but also-the FBI,}
zmlxtary intelligence, and other agencies. It :
®1-is not limited to the exposure of govem-’
ment employees. It is not limited to names:=! 2
“thie ‘proposed act-speaks of mformatxon 4
that ulentlﬁa" en undercover operahve or” *

Reagan has’ already s1gned an'executive ¢

CIA. The?admmlstratxon has txvhtened xts

consndermg a savage “curtailment of |

clncanegymuch more difficult. In.an adja-

erall Tettirn of the pall of the’50s... - smendments -Would increase the cost of 1
—The>1ntelhgenee Idenntles Protectxon -obtaining material under the act, allow the 7
bill has’ha a sthchbackxng bxstory over:.government_to procrastinate,: weaken an
. It was orxgxnally sponsored, »mdxvxdual’s right .to- seek information’in%
as a.congressma.n ‘remarked; to" puta sbop _the national-security area, and sharply cu.-_ﬁ;
to “the Plnhp Agees of the, world_ Agee i is; cumscnbe the. ability of ‘citizens to- get:“f

-
»

of course,the former CIA? oﬂicer ‘who' de- anythmg deemed to be of commercial’ or!
£a|led mformahon ‘bout the operations of i"business interest: There would be exemp-3 3
theagencyand the 1dentmes of its person-" tions of material in’ areas-reélating™to or-
LtHxs -passport ‘was Trécently .revoked.| ganized ' crime; terronsm, and counter %
Agee m o the. board of advisers of Covert’ Amtelhgence. IR 5
=+ These . and? : amendments hav
_been reported by ¢ a Senate Judiciary sub-
‘committée, and; now await ‘action-by’ t.he ]
full committee. A ray of l:ope is'that some '
resistance is bemg displayed in the House. i
izJust as Reagan s executive order allows’ >
addresses of persons it believed to be CIA domestxc spying by the CIA,’ the: Intelli- ] |
agents. The bill was supposedly aimed- at “gence Identities Protection bxll would pre<; 3
)ust,_thls group. . S i S «-.| vent exposure of agents mvolved And the~
~ During the debatem Congress,aneﬁ‘orf “classification-"order:.would - incresse - the 3
‘amount of matenal which could be denied]
“citizens under: ‘the y amended. Freedom of
Tnformdation ACtisgE s 22 “%‘3'"‘:"“; M""?ﬁs’ W
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Ellen Ray, William Schaap, and Louis
Wolf. .Covert Action regularly-publishes
articles about CIA activities and until re-
cently ran a column called “Naming
Names,” which. listed the identities and
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